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the practical wisdom displayed in the administration of the laws, 
we may be permitted, cold blooded as critics usually are, to catch 
the enthusiasm of the Orator and Statesman of New England, 
and exclaim with him. Our country ; our whole country ; 

AND NOTHING BUT OUR COUNTRY ! 



3. — El Traductor Espanol; or a New and Practical System fm- 
Translating the Spanish Language. By Mariano Cubi Y 
SoLER. Baltimore. F. Lucas, jr. 12mo. pp. 350. 

The author of this volume deserves high commendation, for 
the zeal with which he has labored, during the last four years, to 
make his native language known in this country. He has pub- 
lished several elementary treatises to facilitate to the American 
student the attainment of that language, and his personal services 
have been assiduously and successfully devoted, we believe, to 
the promotion of the same end. At the present time, and with 
the future political prospects of the western continent, few accom- 
plishments are more desirable to the well educated youth of our 
country, than a knowledge of the Spanish language. It is already 
spoken by half the population of the western world, and its use 
and influence will rapidly increase. Our commercial intercourse 
and political relations with the southern republics, will necessarily 
bring us into close and perpetual contact with them on innumer- 
able points ; and an acquaintance with their common vehicle of 
thought will be a not more effectual means of advancing our own 
interests, than of strengthening the bonds of union between na- 
tions, whose aims and destiny are nearly the same. We shall 
have the additional advantage, moreover, and it is not a small one, 
of the example and spirit of the best Spanish writers operating on 
our literature. In this country little is known of the elegant let- 
ters of Spain ; it is a field unexplored, but it is wide and fertile, 
rich in the fruits of genius and of cultivated intellect. The lan- 
guage of Cervantes and Calderon, of Lope de Vega and Feijoo, 
may safely challenge a comparison with any other in high models 
of poetry and eloquence, brilliancy of imagination, or vigor of 
thought. 

It is the purpose of Mr Cubi, in the present volume, to promote 
the acquisition of the language, by putting into the student's hands 
a choice collection from some of the best Spanish authors. The 
examples are generally short, always judicious, and methodically 
arranged. The idiomatic phrases and expressions are explained 
in the margin. Among the writers from whom the selection is 
made, are Feijoo, Granada, duevedo, Mariana, Argensola, Ca- 
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dalso, Isla, Cervantes, Olavides, Saavedra, Gracian, Garcilaso, 
Melender. The book seems to us well suited to be taken up 
immediately after Mr Sales's Colmena Espahola. Mr Cubi has 
been at vast pains in forming a vocabulary, which comprises more 
than half the volume, in which every word used in the selections 
is introduced and explained, and the mode, tense, number, and 
person of each verb pointed out. This vocabulary is arranged in 
classes, according to the number of syllables in the words, that 
is, the first class contains words of one syllable, the second of 
two, and so on. The verbs form a list separate from the other 
parts of speech. This whole plan we consider defective, and 
have no doubt, that an arrangement of all the words in alpha- 
betical sequence, according to the usual method, is preferable. 
The object of an alphabetical arrangement of any kind is to 
direct the student, with the least labor of research, to the 
desired word ; and this can be done in no way so readily, as by 
having every word, beginning with the same letter, brought into 
one methodical and connected series. 



4. — Report made to the Legislature of Massachusetts by the Com' 
missioners appointed by a Resolve of the tioenty second of 
February, 1825. Boston. 1826. pp. 55. 

The Legislature of Massachusetts, on the twentysecond of 
February, 1825, appointed Messrs Theodore Sedgwick, Leonard 
M. Parker, and James Savage, Commissioners to digest and pre- 
pare a system for the establishment of such an Institution, to be 
endowed by the State, as should be best calculated to afford in- 
struction in ' the Practical Arts and Sciences ' to those persons, 
who do not desire, or are unable to obtain, a collegiate education. 
These Commissioners, on the ninth of January last, made to the 
legislature an elaborate Report, containing a full and particular ex- 
position of the plan of such an institution, and of the reasons which 
seemed to sanction its endowment by the state. This Report was 
accompanied with two bills, one for the incorporation of the pro- 
posed ' Massachusetts Seminary of Practical Arts and Sciences,' 
and another granting twenty thousand dollars each year for two 
years, and after that period five thousand dollars annually for ten 
years, for the endowment and support of the seminary. The 
passage of these bills was urged upon the House of Representa- 
tives with great zeal and ability ; but after much consideration, 
the House ordered the subject to be recommitted to the same 
Commissioners to pursue the examination of it, and to report at 
a future session of the legislature. 



